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INTRODUCTION 

This document gathers the main recommendations of relevant farmers and 
traditional fishers´ organizations at world level, who have participated in a 
consultation process requested to the World Rural Forum by the Technical 
Centre for Agriculture and Rural Development (CTA)1, addressed, as Civil 
Society contribution, to the incoming Summit of the G-20 in Mexico, Jun 2012. 

The core goal of the current G20 is to increase food production and 
productivity in a sustainable basis to promote food security and foster 
economic growth. 

In accordance with the priorities outlined for the G-20 Agenda in Mexico, the 
organizations consulted 2 respectfully ask the Governments of the G20 to bear 
in mind the following recommendations-demands as our contribution to the 
negotiation process. 

1. Promote food safety and tackle the subject of the volatility of prices for 
raw materials.  

- Establish and strengthen effective systems of risk management, of 
prevention of disasters and of proper management of humanitarian food 
reserves. Support Farmer organizations in building their capacity to be 
able to access and use the new tools developed. 

- Develop mechanisms which encourage transparency in the functioning of 
the market system and reduce, as much as possible, speculation in the 
food market.  

- Develop financial facilities that will allow small-farmers to have better 
access to risk coping tools, to defend biodiversity, environmentally safe 
technologies.  

- Facilitate family farmers´ access to affordable inputs and credit, as well 
as insurance systems adapted to their socio-economic situation. Support 
small farmers associations through provision on advisory services.  

                                                 
1
 CTA, IFPRI, the ACP Group, the EC, Concord organised a Briefing on Food price volatility in 

Brussels on 30
th
 November 2011 ( http://brusselsbriefings.net) where CTA and its partners 

decided to facilitate this consultation organised by the World Rural Forum.  
2
 Confédération Africaine des Organisations Professionnelles de la Pêche Artisanale (CAOPA); 

Eastern Africa Farmers Federation (EAFF), Central Africa Farmers Federation (PROPAC), Pan-
African Farmers Federations Organization (PAFO); Africa. Regional de la Unión de 
Trabajadores Agrarios de Latinoamérica (UITA); Confederación de Organizaciones de 
Productores Familiares del MERCOSUR (COPROFAM) y Movimiento Agroecológico 
Latinoamericano (MAELA); América. Asian Farmers Association AFA, Consortium of Indian 
Farmers Associations (CIFA); National Fisheries Solidarity Movement (NAFSO) Asia. COPA-
COGECA, Europe. International Rural Youth Organization MIJARC, World Forum of Fisher 
Peoples (WFFP) 
 

http://brusselsbriefings.net/
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- Promote economically and environmentally sustainable agricultural 
models, based on agro-ecological practices, the use of appropriated 
technologies, with low fossil fuels consumption. 

- Support the development of local markets, facilitating the consumption of 
food produced in the area, reducing transportation and 
conditioning/packaging. 

- Encourage the public purchase of food from the women and men family 
farmers for feeding programs in schools, hospitals, etc. 

- Support developing countries in developing optimal legal policies for 
family farmers to be able to produce and to sell their crops collectively, 
through cooperatives, self help groups, etc. 

- Promote adequate public-private research accessible to the small farmer 
and reinforce technological transparency, especially through agricultural 
extension services.  

 

2. - Encourage sustainable agricultural production 

- Encourage sustainable, environmentally-friendly production systems 
through training programmes, innovation and inter-generational learning.  

- Conservation, use, and improvement of traditional, indigenous seeds, in 
order to preserve sustainability and biodiversity. Regulation and strict 
control of the creation of patents for plants and living organisms, GMOs, 
etc. 

- Ensure priority access to natural resources for women and men farmers, 
paying particular attention to the use and distribution of land, water, 
recognising its social and territorial function and its close relation to Food 
Security and Food Sovereignty, within a legal and national regulations 
framework. 

- Promote the implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines on Governance 
of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food 
Security and the Principles for Responsible Agricultural Investment 
(PRAI) that support Food Security. 

  

- Develop the national legislative framework which controls the processes 
of investment in agricultural land for the production of food and other 
products.  (Extractive industry, bio-fuels, etc.). Adopt and implement as 
legislation the Voluntary Guidelines for Land Tenure. 

- Internationally implement treaties that protect natural resources and 
encourage the development of sustainable agricultural models.  
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- Promote policies that strengthen the traditional fishing system, taking into 
account its big capacities to provide food to the coastal populations- 
often malnourished-, to create employment and income. 

3.- Implement strategies against climate change 

- Reinforce policies on climate change that guarantee gender, social and 
environmental justice. 

- Provide specific budgets that facilitate the adaptation and resilience of 
small producers and farmer’s associations. 

- Develop innovative financing platforms for the creation of infrastructure 
and transformation of productive processes that improve energy 
management. 

In order to comply with the five priorities outlined in the Mexico Agenda, we 
consider it essential to give priority to young people and women in the national 
and international rural development policies, eliminating all discrimination and 
recognising and appreciating them as priority groups for socio-economic 
development.  

These are the demands and proposals we consider could, positively and 
directly affect the well-being of thousands of millions of people and the plant we 
inhabit.  

To conclude, it is important to stress that in order for such a clear objective as 
"Green Growth" to become the real opportunity for the sustainable development 
of this planet and its inhabitants, it is essential to have the acknowledgement of 
family farmers´ associations as principal partners in decision-taking and in 
providing services (provision of food, management and handling the land and 
natural resources, contributing to the economic sector).  


